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Arbo vale Woet Vft 
June 25 th 1941. 






v t -,| fountain 


r t nl-rd in rt*r ar ^ to Little fc8YOl6 

hand your letter of June 23rd in regara 

The writer assigned to the Pocahontas County Histor*, is asking 


fc r additional personal information about these places 

h „ made th an important; the people h ave lived ther., ho» they have 

been used; a description of the places, 

•Thy were these places picked for the Worlds fair, besides their pi cturesquenese* 
( pictures representing representing the County ) Wake the remarks personal and 

t *1 f n Trr « 1 
„ , i X v * ■ Q fc • 



?: : ?: T ”0 U N’T AT NS OF POCAHONTAS COUOTY 


The Yew range of mountains in Pocahontas 


; c 


>-pceol of many different mountains and ridges and is the result of a greatly 


> lieted high plateau , made up of many small ranges 


as Spruce Mountain, 


t #» m 


* m «# 


■,Jt * * 


.r.t«ii n, cranberry fountain, Black Mountain, Turkey Mountain, Gauley Mountain 


fc \ 


r,, "- r 'o -r.' tin, tied Lick Mountain, and many other ridges of minor importance 


- R r sft of rnouritai 


ie oituatod in the the Little Levels District f 


a n d 


* • 

■ mi 


purl of t;*<i f'. lray District 




t * 


§ r n n of ountu1no 


L 


forms tho water ehed between the Greenbrier 


* 4 f t, 
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■ «• wktora (tf th# Chr.-ry River, '.Villi tuns Hi vor , c.mlov Ri vor 
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it ft 1 i 


Ct 


# I 


4 4 


• «*» «ii f.ri vn thnir nou roe in the \ 


vu ft torn part of Pocahontas County 


1 


Mount eine puipnA from r, r onnbrler County line to 


the Thorny Fiat 


l I 


it 
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I • 1 ' If 
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rlt of CHii^ ri vor Vut m*g 
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ihe Grenenbrier River daainage 

L 


side* 






The Ye* rung 


e of mountains 


, r 4 ^ m v,pred moetly with Sprue® 

have been heavily timbered, 

U ft 


0 ld Pioneers of 


, - +v,„ Qnruce Pine Yew Pine, they also 

Pocahontas called the Spruce r > 


called the Hemlock Tree 


propel’ 


names; Many ofl tie 


Spruce pine; they bad the pinee criee-croeeed; in their 
old land Crant calle , give ths corn8rB as 0 Y8 "' Plne 


. 4 -u r ~a^^ fn-r ft ^nruffe pine a Hemlock found. 

but rten found, now ie a Spruce. 11-hen they call for a .prueve P 


The Name of " Yew" has been given these ranges 


on account cf their evergreen 


^d 6sr&i*c6 # The EIqcIc 

hk # 1 


:clcr. 


KenniBO 


Mountain was named " Black " because of its dark Black Green 
n Mountain wae eo named from the old Pioneer Kennieon that settled in ft 


the Little Levels,and not many miles away. Cranberry Mountain was so named from the 


: i reus C 


ranberry Galdee situate on the head of the Cranberry River, 


Turker/Mountain, because of so many wild Turkey b were found there . Gauley mountain 
-.ae r.ar.ed from the Gauley River. Tea Creek Mountain was named from T ea Creek. 

Red Lick Mountain received its naibe from the fact that the soil ie of a redieh 

:: 1 cr ; And one of -:)the old hunters of that eection had a deer lick on this mountain 

1 


£ i 

j— v r 1 ^ 


order , to designate it from other Deer licks called it .the Ked lick, and 


■_ ^ C* ^ * C/* ^ 


ter it was called Red Lick Mountain . 


and 


_ i 


- ' <- 
* m - m 


4 w 


Tr.e timber operations of the Yew Mountains were sponsored ^y thV carried on 
Trierry r.iver Boom and Lumber Company, with their Mills at Richwocd. 


f r (, 

* * » W V v 


^ * 1 


1 cn.ent in th e '$4 Yew Mountains 


is sparse ; thiB entire sotion is nw 


* » ** 


tv the 


U.S. Monongahela National Forest . The up lands is used for 


t ft*: 
























•fii.S:- 


The Phrase" Little Lsvele" and the LITTLE LEVELS.DISTRICT 

and .. + . 4 __ t+ must be here understood that 

. , different „ doeen.t mea* the same thingJ p1> “ UB 

r “ cc _ j.j_ 

Levels 1 ,'agisterial 


District .which was formed 6hortly after the formation o 


**' tir bounty} 
he Little levels District 


near as can be ietermined has an area of 192.68 


i'iles 


and is situated in the the southwestern part of Pocahontas County, 


and 


, i.v, _j. -f -f* District, and the Huntersvlle 

the entire remainder of the County southwest <tf Edray Disxric , 

•ict. It extends southward from the divide between the waters of the Williams Riter 
•iddle Fork , including the water shed of the latter stream^ 


and 


Cranberry River, 


crosses east of the Greenbrier River to include the 


ry P.iver. and Hills ^reek, 

* 7 

south of Beaver Creek, and west of North Fork of Anthony Creek. 

This section or neighborhood called "Little Levels" is first found in the 

* 

srhrier County Records; this section of Pocahontas County was first in the bounds 

|P 

tbbrier County , whiofwas formed from Botetourte,-and Montgomrery Counties in 

► _ * 

• etr c? 1777 : and the early pioneers when they crossed the Allegheny mountains t 

* 

w 

rv.irx for localities that were favorable for homes they came upon the section 

is termed the Little Levels, and farther dovm in Greenbrier they found a much 


X ^ £* * 

■ m * * 


/ 


- * 


fc * d 
« 


e 





W P* 

rig 





section , and they beganto erect and establish homes at both pi 


* ^ 


r’lti 


oen i r. Greenbrier County, in order to designate the tvrc^ from each place 




V 


i t>.e Little tevelc 


rt 


H 


) 


and the other the Big levels, which is some times 


t* . 


*■ 


« tl 

• lar.d recordo nr the Great Levels . 


: - ;* Lu n 


b t, r t, r * 

* w * ^ 


ie situated in Greonbricr County, The Little Levels is in 
Whsn P-ath County was formed it included the Little Levels in 


* r * * , nr. ■:**., * i n P 0 C r h 0 H* 


*■ » 


tiue formed from Bath , i'endleton , and Randolph 


ti 


.1 _ jM 


this f 1 Tin f ui u,i»if*, ruction of the Littlo l.ovole and the name 
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4 coaparti vely flat area in Pocahontas County, and of a foiling nature 

. Sill Bl nil] ImI A - • : - ! i r ; fa; ----- if #£!;!?& 

. +v<i l ittle levels around and about The town of Hillsboro • 

Lind in XR * wi i r thi r m IB I 1 |l -l \ 11 a I 


This is a 


Stone 


f 0 r whea 


-arrow 


section and the most productive paft of Pocahontas County especially 
t and Corn ; In the northern part of the County Limestone crops out in a 
etrip along the western side of the Greenbrier Valley, and south west of Karliton 


it widens out which forms the Little Levels 


This is a Lime Stone farming section 


cans 


r 6ir ; K holes are in this section , and many of the small streams disapear 


from 


view to emerge nearer Greenbrier River » 

The average elevation of the Little Levels is about 2400 feet , which is not 
toe high for the maturing of most agricultural crops grown in tfest Virginia, 

m 

ah eat growing is the Staple Crop in the Little Levels^ along with Coen, 

* 

r/ h£.7^ and vegitables• This farm i ng section is hemmed in b]y the Droop Monin^<ain 


and all kinds 


on 


the West, and on the North Ry Caesar Mountain , and Cranberry Mountain. 


and it eiiuated about two miles on the northwest side of the Greenbrier River 

R 

'V 

Killshoro ie situated in the heart of the Little Levels and ie the oldest 
*.:;r. in Pocahontas County from the standpoint of incorporation , having been 

* , R ft 

i 

-'tr-.ered in 1686. ( The town of HunterBville in the Huntervllle District wae 

incorporated Decanber 18th 1822 by the Virginia General Aeeembly Acte of 1822-23 


* 


arter van eurrendered at a date unknown ) 


Killeboro ie located upon a broad 


*«nl rolline like plain in the Little Levele, and being situated in the finest 


X 1 ♦* 

m my 

f : t \ ' r i. 

i ^ HP "dp jl - m , 

I f*f 



- * ' IdS 


IiMp Pw 


■ : n.- area in the County and being largely supported by the product© 


^ . . r 


* * -* Sf. i 


t cr 


r t; I'illnboro wan 


the educational center of that region and 


J 9 H 


m * 


^ ♦ f 

^ -m - T 


■+ ■ h- 


* nilloboro Acadsmy , which was patronjzdrf by the County 




* old %r \ck AcodofiV was first oroctod 


in the year of tho 1840, c 


VI 


M 


B * f ** 


4 -t a vi m r. 


cBh.ngod from llilloboro to Academy but finly , went back to 


t * 


» Fi PV ■ 

. - * 


I: 
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sit: HU ibv 
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r-k *4l or 

* Sf» w» * u * 


n 


i)n\ Little 1, ovule was John Me Neil who firet appeared there 


,,, > { f c 

,«fl\ A * * 


;i " * * 


J i • ^11 I ■ 

*;• f ■ • jfl< ■ - .', . II R Jj 

, ho wue a native of Fredrick County Virginia , but paBBed much of 

...»** o* A 11 •' • fh Ei I E m 5 !k: • I • i IE a I 1 • Ha II II II • t IE 

A \ c-i* 1 v 

V • 

in or near Cumberland, Maryland, There is a tradition that he was a 
a pur.alietic contest *hio antagonist was so badly knocked out^that 
to be fatally injured. And to avoid arrest and trial for murder he 

He followed the trend of the Alleghenies . A long time was 


k* ~ ^ ^ 

m .* < \ .C UmI % 




.a r iirfifid » 

. 1 % ** * a rr* i»i* v ^ p 

... ; r. their gloomy Solitudes. 

I ’ 

. . . st last in view of the Little Levels, about 1765, He saw an extensive , wo odd** 

f * ** * C 




*1 


bordered m ountain ranges o 


f unsurpassed beauty, and very fertile 


He decided 


* 

4 - 


to settle here; and chose a Bite for hie cabin near the present home of 
S-* if T McKbel traces of hie cabin have been seen by many persons yet living 

A ^ « C , C - * J I V |Oi v* | 


:r.e ga*e o 


o 

• the Public Road and hi6 residence. 


* ft 6 
» *« w 


solitary r.an brooded over his eupposed guilt, prayed with hie broken hemrt^ 


ti ^ - 



—i !r 

■ ■ 

i 

1 * w* 

u r 

. Si 

■ 






a* hunted for his food, living almost entirely upon Fish 


and Venison 


# 

} 


* 


lie Hunting 


to his surprise he me* Charles and Edward Kinnis6n from 


0* 

I 


% 


3k V ^ 




' Mh 


f* *a* ~ 


* # 


( “xh 0 

had 

e at 

once 

t e r i c 

a 

c « 

f ^ D ji 

f r c« 

all 


had come to thet region prospecting for a favorable situation 
once learned from them that the person he had boxed with was n*t 


1 y hurt. This was indeed good news 

i# 


for him 


and then and there 


11 tlocd Etains. 


John Me Neel insisted upon his friends the two 


1 


■Mnir w (/ o 


,r o".mahawk right adjoining his tract. tThen the three set out 


■ 


w ^ 

# * V * 


4, fc valley of Virginia. While on his visit John McNeel married 




«■ r.o *j«ir. torn 


n will on in 17 ^0 fe nd soon after their marriage they cam* back t: o 


t; 1 • 


*■ rif 


/ , 4 


I t t 


#■ * 
L % 




w neroi, writ coon cloarod off , and plenty to subsist upon 
rf f r/.'r.B Vttgun to move io tho area and and John Me Neel built 






v. 


■” #■<* * 

M ». T 
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-» **9 * W « 


*-jir + 


known no tho White Polo Church, in a fow vears tho 




c- 


V Jr C S it ') 


u 

* "Wr 


W- Ik 1 c 


* 


nd tho throo frlondo ||o Nool no l two Kinnioor.Q wont to Lowioru 
v f \ rt flmint Oct loth 1774, Thoy ourvivod th»t evontful 


C fl 




ft-1 m 


• » 


V •**. f) 


• ; . 1 0 t f 


hoy wiin* • K nr l -.Lictod IS 


V V 


w * 


t* »F - 




unty # .*d during tho Rovolutionory War thon 
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/ 'f Vi p 


firpt land grants that were issued by the Comnomwealth of Virginia 


i i 


.. . r «fino of Greenbrier County and are situated in the Little Levele 

q r* t r* o 1 c o ^ 

• a ^— 

To'^n !.!c Neil 322 Acreo in the year of 1783 . N.Kinnison 235 Acres 1789. 

* ljf ^ . * 4 * 

ei-iinrbird 413 Acres 1790 situated on the mountain. Samuel Gilleland 248 Acre8l785 
rr 2^0 Acres 1783. John ElliB,389 Seres 178?. George and William Clendenrdn, 


s 1?82- James Laird r 300 acres 1791. John Poage 400 Acres 1783* Jack Treason , 
s, 1783, Elaxander Waddell 300 Acres 1791. Mary Watkins AOO Acres 1792. 
s land grants are all foung recorded in the Greenbrier Land Grant Books which 

s * 

about 4000 Acres of the Little Levels area. 

following list is found recorded in the Bath County Grant Books and are situate 

ittle Levels These grants were issued by the Commonwealth of Virginia while 
le Levels was in Bath County . 

wing, 150 Acres 1797. John Erwin, 200 Acres 1811, John Grimes 21 Acres 1823 
dan 36 Acres 1801. Jemes Lewis, Jr, 4 Acres 1822. William Wooddell 430 Acres 1799 
sgeirg is only a part of the list of o£ the early settlers of the Little Levis 
6 relatives of the origional land owners atill have possession of the 






as the Moors , Uo Nolle and KinniesinB 

the west of Hillsboro is the Droop Mountain Battle Wd whic^i 



6 


Tf. 


. 0 


he south of the Greenbrier is the Watoga State Park. To the 


r * 


re : ar.oue 


Cranberry glades, To the East near Mill point is the site 


* ^ 4 r- f* 7- 

* * i * * Uf. A 


ort known ao D aye Fort, and a little farther east ifi The the 


*rf f' 

^ -# m- 

# f 




Xv * cf :r ‘ dian Da y°* In th0 Town of Hillsboro is the Birth Place and 


Buck 


J o fwnoue writer and and missionary to China , she was the 


Atoolaa 8yd.natrlok.r , w!, 0 was a Ulsaionary 

' ^ th. hmt Of th. late Dr Davy Gydo,.stricken D D. 


in China , 
and many other 


* 

at 


* * -» . *■' ■ r. 


; o ^n of Hill tiboro whi eh i ti in tho h•axt o f ^ 
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^ 2 IE 


** * flr®t claon High 


t» 


t t n ’ti- j . _ 

* '* / « i r t 


School ( fkltu'f# Grilled School two 
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°thod 1 t , *md h no 


ju'pu 1 at i oft 


tu< rlio^n in 
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ESjJARCJH IDBNTIPIGATIOIT KEPOPT 
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; 'U' 'jt C i 


NATURAL SETT I >K Pocahontas County, 
Part 1 Sec 3. 


Dat 


July 12th 1941 


Pi- - 


Roocoe W. Brown 

He search 1/orker_ 


Date Rerch Taken 


Between 

Duly 2nd & July 12 


r x ^ ct 


Roscoe W. Brown 


*- at 


Date Typed 


July 8- 9 - th 


Boyd Stevenson, Attorney, at Monterey 

in <?&&*£$ ^ he ^egroKnob. 


Vo • 


Date Filed 


4 t mm - " 





/o\ 


Rev, C.C.Arbogast , toldiabout the Indian on 
Frank fountain, 

Historical Sketches of Pocahontas County 
nade a trip to Frank Mountain , and the 
TCP Allegheny l*ou#Ain. Poblic Records at the Clerks Office at Harlinton 

- Pocahontas County WVa. 
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5ET J <*• 


County 




a? 


Roacoe W. Brown. 


*4 K r* 

i < n * h * 


^ Sac ( 


) 



- /^/ 


the m o U 


ntains and ridges 


of Pocahontao County, have received thedr names 


ivpr? or creeks that flow near by. In 


eom 


e cases the mountains receive 


e from an adjoining stream ,or branch,; and the (stream or branch nay 

from the mountains that was eo named by the early settlera. 


? :::ne 


ss of the Mountain^, j^nobe, and Ridges, have been given them by the early 


/ rik 


e County. Some of the origional 


nam 


es have been changed by the 


a 


ni the Geological survey have changed some of the names . 


" ALL -TiHENY M Mountains is the name that has been applied of given 


line 


"leal trunk lie of the Appalachain system of ranges of Mountains 

* 1 A 


ft 


rn United States , The word Appalachain " 


was first used by the 


rder Besota , in naming the ranges of Mountains, in honor of the 


: a r\ m 

bn J ^ . J f 


Then later was incorrectly called Allegheny 


1* r r 


env derived from the Indian Language, with no certain mearning, : 




at it means in the Indian language , the M Endless Mountains ” 


• s 


" Big Track H 


but however it was bo named fjrom the 


4 vy 


10 


,-ere the most prominent of the of the Eastern Indians 


\j m % 


.e moet musical of all Indian languages , avoiding the 


J * I * 


other Indian Language , 


A large proportion of 


i * 


' 4* . L 


are Algonquin in origin. 


* 1 
/vA 


egheny Mountains all along the top ( on the 


f m 4 f 


ne , there are many places 


that have particular 


i-l 1 « 


idn of pnople 


A Mt i n t 


n of 


th • Tuckets Ko rk 


tnd the S 



on Run, 


4I J M 
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Karl branch of Brer Creek, is called 
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Ip n 
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Ik 


i Knob 
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#hat is no 


glave Gi rl who belonged to William Dinwiddie, whose home was near 
w Meadow Dale, in Highland County Virginia; Thie Slave girle duty or 


■siffimant of work was to bring in the Cows, from the pasture lands and 



about 


* n © ns 1 1 k i ng ) 


r* She was instructed by her Master , when the Cows went far off in the 


7ooil and , 



4 

k 


to bo sure to follow the Cows back as they would always come back to 
-'••eir Calves. But it appears that some of the Cows got mixed with some cattle 
hai been th-at—had-been ranged in the Allegheny Mountains, and the girl 
followed the Cattle thinking she was on her way back home, she "inely got bewildered 


iX . , u w 


st and wandered in the vast solitude of the Allegheny Mountain till she 


rilied by exposure , and starvation, 

could 

Vain search was ‘made all over the neighborhood and no trace of her be 


* a <- * 


inely her decomposed body was found, a few weeks later, by 


som e 


Jp * 


the Greenbank Neighborhood; Her body was buried at the spot 


-? it was found, her grave is situated on the West side of the main high tpp 


Hr'c? 


e ; ::iies that hurried her said she had taken her dress off and iir.r 


* - * 


; and there was no sign that she was killed by wild animals. 




m * * 


1 2 


• 5 gro Knob is a high point that affords a beautiful point to 


vi ew 


^ f X 1 r 

* ■ %# -* i 4 A 


country * rom , and no doubt that the Slave Girl had climbed * 


A 




‘ A 4 ^ 

J Q « ,i w 


9 

to look for some settlement , which could not be seen at 



.4ft i 
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A8 
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t \ 4 

it t + 

\ " , r r rf 

4k m • 





>, n 

\w # .# 

i4 © 

“ * * f t 

'A t 
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r \ * *,r 


long nr the name clings to this beautiful 


Knob it will 


** k r 


/ or 71111am Dinwiddies Slave Girl f who lost her life 

only yo»re old . which event happened near as can 

nbout th© year of 1840. ■■ -Nffillti8 
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r»:fit route to the 


Staunton And Farkereburg Pike for the Greenback 


)t ITi rt | 


and was constructed before the Civil ^ar. 


*rvu< other roud 


leaves the Pike at tfre same point and follows the main top off 


the Buffalo Ridge 


Farm 


then follow® the contour of the Buffalo 


■- i i.;e 

■ 4 * ^ a > 


or. the north West Side , to unite vrith the pir.ee Grove 


St o ad • 


This Road is 




Many Springs are found along the top of the FrarJt 


// 


known ae the Buffalo Road . 

fountain and not far distant from the Old Pike ; The Kelly Spring is the head of 
"rush Run The Spring at the Luncefcrd Place is the head of Deer Creek; there 

iflir ® 

a beautiful spring at the Way Place on the Easiside of the pike and flows into 
Little River; Spring at the Wilmuth Place ; Spring at Yeager place head of the 
rlc:k Run. large Spring at the old Jacob Yeager hose place, which is the head of 


V * 




Kivef. These Springs are all Ice Cold and are found near the tops of the Mountain 


These springe 


was an incentive for the pioneer settlement that was made on the 


“rank Mountain and Top Allegheny Mountain , which was first made by Jaco Yeager 
whs purchased land from the Hull s inthe Year of 1823, 


4 - 

The first pioneer settlers who developed homes on the FranE Mountain 


h '3 7£ 


^ r 


op AlloghenylZmountain Jacob, Yeager; John Yeager . Daniel V/ilfong; 




a Ytj £ r* 


rner , James Spencer 


a 


Jack Spencer; ’Ua Wilmoth; Charles Phillipe; 


♦ » * * Up 


; George Puf f enbarger; George Beverage.; Benj Ervin.; Chas Colline ; 


m .*!» 


**'7 other different families 






f | 


> t 


Ik £ M 


* l ft 


of the rmes above mentioned 

A • 


/, f * 


* e 


6 ' ® in rc C :ion of the Top Alle{*heny was made by Peter H «n //r 7 ^ 


wm * 




.rant iecued to James Patten for 37 000 Acres and the 


Jacob Kuhn 


, • 

-* * 


r, it* 


j /) Acres, cover 


v m 


*r. 


thie entire section. On August 4th 1823, Henry Hull, 
a. KiReside, John Sittlington, and WUinn Hull. The heirs of Peter Hull 

Of Pendleton of the Stuto of Virginia Sold 585 Acres of land 

et pu,;<» 365 ) which was tho lund Patented to Pe 


i 3 r t 


it ^ * 4 

w * k V f 


( 8#r * l hook Ho 1 


Kb U r 


r 11 


ft Qg ft Blind 1 oton County. Jacob or began ir mediit e* 1 


t f 
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t*i A! i I'-jihciny. kti'i i r it. # i. , . 

f it, ; urr hft ranked 


ro 15 £ tha toft 
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region etldi esto« <d the er.tir 
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Salt! 
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- r .*e $prir:& which in the head water of the Little Elver of the East Prong of 

4 H A A C-' 

«r#»fvnbrier River hie house was situated on the vest eide of the road in a cove 

y I r v J 

a*-* ■ 

sheltered the home from the severe wind that web cordon on the Top of the Allegheny 

* * i ^ 

tfourvtain ; He was interested in having the mountain settled up, and many far : aeB 
0 f the Dutch decent made their homes on the mountain and it was thereby called the 



ti 


il 


i u tch Settlement , the entire neighborhood talked the Dutch language, 


Jacob Yeager married 


Crabbot tom 


family of children t his sons were John, Joel, Jacob, Jr and the daughters were 


Jane, Elizabeth, Anna, Caroline, Margaret, 


Catherine, Christine, 


and Serena, 


His Son John Yeager settled an the home place , and reared a large family; 
his hone was the site of the Top Allegheny *attle Field which was fought on Dec- 
Ijth lB 6 l; Tee old Breast Works , are yet visible they seam the hills, the old Batteries 


v ftill 


prominent,looking oner’the Battle field Rifle’Pita ; and many Vedette lines 


£.ri scenes of Stone Chimneys that have fallen down, at the soldiers cabins, all are plan 
rc re seen , which was the work of the "BoyB that wore the Grey " ( Acomplete descriptie 



f - V * 
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leading • ridge from the* Top Allegheny "running to the east cf the B' 
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another short Ridge leading from the " Top Allegheny” to the 
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